
 
 

 
 
 

 

New CPT Code for Coronavirus Test 

The American Medical Association (AMA) announced that the CPT Editorial Panel approved a 

new addition to the Current Procedural Terminology (CPT) code set that will help streamline data-

driven resource planning and allocation in the battle against the novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2) 

as the number of confirmed COVID-19 cases continues to rise. 

For quick reference, the new Category I CPT code and short, medium and full descriptors are: 

87635 SARS-COV-2 COVID-19 AMP PRB (short) 

 

87635 IADNA SARS-COV-2 COVID-19 AMPLIFIED PROBE TQ M (medium) 

 

87635 Infectious agent detection by nucleic acid (DNA or RNA); severe acute respiratory 

syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) (Coronavirus disease [COVID-19]), amplified probe 

technique (full) 

The code is effective immediately for use as the industry standard for reporting of tests for the 

novel Coronavirus across the nation’s health care system. You will need to manually upload this 

code descriptor into your EHR system. 

CPT Assistant is providing a fact sheet for coding guidance for the SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) test 

in relation to the use of the new CPT code. The fact sheet includes: 

• Code, descriptor and purpose 

• A clinical example 

• Description of the procedure 

• FAQs 

  














